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XXV. dn extraordinary Cure of wounded Inteftines. By
‘Charles Nourfe. S#rgeon, at Oxford.

TO GEORGE SCOTT, ESQ. F.: R. S.

Oxford, ..
SIR,, Dec. zo,“x;75.

R. 1\:1;;6 29, TN compliance with your requeft, and in dif-
" & charge of the promife I made to you, when
1 had laft the pleafure of feeing you in Oxford, I tran{mit
to you, the cafe of JAMES LANGFORD, the unfortunate lad
after whofe welfare you were pleafed, out of your great
humanity, often to enquire. ~ If any hints may be
drawn from this narrative, that may prove ufeful
to the young praétitioner, it will not fail to give me
much pleafure; if not, I fhall always think that time has
been well beftowed which has been employed in exe-
cuting your command. Should the account I have given
of this fingular cafe prove worthy the notice of your
fearned Society, I thall efteem it as my greateft honour.

I am, &c.
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THE CASE OF JAMES LANGFORD«,

IN the evening of the 26th of September, 1773, I
was called, in great hafte, to JAMES LANGFORD, a young
man in the twenty-firft year of his age, who had been
malicioufly ftabbed, with a knife, in the left fide of his
belly. The wound was between two and three inches in
length, running from the left os /i obliquely upwards
towards the navel. I found him lying on the floor, wel-
tering in his blood, with a large portion of his inteftines
forced through the wound; and I learnt, from the un-
happy youth himfelf, that, as foon as the wound was
inflited, the bowels began to appear; and, by the time
I got to him, which could not exceed ten minutes, I
verily believe, that the full half of the inteftinal tube
was protruded through the opening. This I attributed,
in fome meafure, to the fulnefs of the ftomach; for, im-
medlately before the accident happened, he had eaten a
very hearty fupper. The wound at firft bled freely; but
the hemorrhage was foon reftrained by the preflure
of the prolapfed inteftines, which were, to a great degree,
diftended with air; and from this circumftance I was
flattered with the beft hopes that they had efcaped the
affaffin’sknife; but, tomy great difappointment, it proved
otherwife, as will appear moft evidently from the fe-
.quel of this narrative. Exammmg his pulfe, I found it

(a) He is a journeyman book-bmdcr, and lives with Mr, ALEXANDER
THOMPSON, in Oxford,
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was exceedingly low, quick, and interrupted; his fkin was
all over cold and clammy, and he laboured under great
languor, anxiety, and pain about the precordia. He like-
wife complained of a difagreeable tingling and numbnefs
of the whole thigh, leg, and foot, of the fide wounded;
and acquainted me, that he dropped on the floor in con-
fequence of the inability of the limb to fupport him,and
not from any faintnefs, as might have been reafonably
expected. from the lofs of blood, or through fear, to
which, indeed, he feemed an utter ftranger.  Iordered
him to be conveyed to his bed in an horizontal pofture,
left the raifing of the body might encourage a farther
defcent of the parts which ftill remained in the gbdomen;,
and a fomentation of port winewith warmwater to be got:
ready immediately, out of which a double flannel thould.
be wrung, and applied direétly to the prelapfed in~-
‘teftines, and renewed occafionally, to prevent them from
getting too dry, as well as to preferve, as much as poffi-
ble, their natural heat.  ‘The reduftion of the dif-
placed bowels was begun with laying the patient’s legs
over an affiftant’s- thoulders, who was defired to kneel
upon the bed for that purpofe, with his back towards
him, and then the legs were brought forward as far as to
‘the hams. By this means the lower parts of the body
were elevated, and, in confequence, the weight of the
bowels falling back towards the cheft, counter-
acted their further protrufion. While the patient conti-
nued in this pofition, I endeavoured, with my hands, to

force the guts back into their proper place; but foon
4 found,
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found, from the quantity of them protruded, together
with their great inflation, that a larger or more extended
preflure than my own hands could afford me was ne-
ceflary; and not thinking it prudent to employ any
of the by-ftanders in fo hazardous a tafk, left by
their inexperience they might handle the bowels
too roughly, I fent for two of my fellow-labourers in
the care of the Radcliffe Infirmary, to my affiftance.
As foon as they came, the reduction was again at-
tempted; one of us dire&ting that portion of the bowel
which was laft protruded, while the two others
made a gentle, regular, and circumfcribed preflure
from all fides towards the opening. But this endeavour
not fucceeding, convinced us, that it would be much
fafer to enlarge the wound, to facilitate the return of the
prolapfed parts, than hazard the neceflity of handling
them too much, or expofing them too long to the ex-
ternal air, either of which would, in all probability,
have proved fatal. This being done accordingly, by
continuing the wound in the fame diretion upwards
about two inches, the expofed bowels were eafily and
foon returned into the gbdomen. We then brought the
edges of the wound together, and kept them by the
future called gafroraphia, leaving a proper opening in
the moft depending part of it for the difcharge of the
blood or matter which might be colleéted in the cavitys
and afterwards it was drefled in the ufual way, lightly

and almoft fuperficially, with ananodyne poultice overall,
Lllga The
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The regimen enjoined him, with refpect to diet, was
only gruel, panado, and fage-tea, with barley water or
thin gruel to drink; and the medicines were the fol-
lowing:

R Manne,

Ol Amygd. D. ana 31T

Aq. Alexit. Simp. %j.

— Nucis Mofcbat. Zj. m. f. bauftus quane
primum fumendus et quartd qudque bord repetendus donec
alvus refponderit.

B Decoli. Pettoral. 3viij.

O/. Lini. %ij.

Tiné?. Thebaic. guttas xY. f. enema quovis
tempore infundendum fi dolor abdominis urgeat.

27th, Vifiting him early the next morning, I found
the night had been {pent in great reftleflnefs and inqui-
etude, notwithftanding the clyfter had been thrown up
according to the direction. He was exceedingly low; his
ikin felt ftill cold and clammy; his pulfe weak and
fluttering; he complained of frequent chills, and an op-
preffive tightnefs of his belly, though the wound had
difcharged confiderably a thin, ferous humour, which
had wetted the bandage quite through. Nor was the
tenfion of the addomen, at this time, fufficient to ac-
count for this oppreflive pain he complained of; from
whence I concluded it to be {fpafmodic. = The
dreffings were removed; and I defired my ap-
prentice, to foment the part with an infufion of the
emollient
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emollient flowers for a full hour, and to take particular
care that the ftupes were applied of a very moderate
warmth; often having obferved, that this manner of
applying them, when an inflammation was either to be
refolved or prevented, was more effe¢tual than when the
heat has been greater. This obfervation, upon a little
refleétion, will be found agreeable to reafon; for as great
heat proves an aftringent, on the contrary, a moderate
-and kindly warmth relaxes, and, by promoting a free
perfpiration of the parts to which it is applied, {fooner
effets the end propofed. The wound was drefled as
before, with the addition of two ounces of the {pecies
pro cataplafmate de cymino to the poultice; and as the
draughts he had taken had not produced any motion of
the bowels, it was thought proper to inject the under-
written clyfter, as foon as it could be prepared:
R Decoct. pro Chy. 3viij.

Ol Lini. %ij.

Elelt. Lenitiv.

Mel. Solutiv. ana 24 f. enema.
This in about half an hour occafioned a very copious dif-
charge of feces, together with a good deal of blood;
fome of it congealed into lumps, the reft fluid. This
circumftance did not fail to alarm my apprehenfion of
the imminent danger of the lad’s fituation, as it was no
longer to be doubted, but that the bowels were wounded
in fome part of them; but what part ftill remained a
matter of conjeture. When the clyfter had done ope-
rating, he took this draught:

B Speraa.
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B Sperm. Ceti (Mucilag. Gum. Arab. Solis.) Dia

Aq. dlexit. Simp. 3j 1.

Ol. Amygd. D.

Syr. de Meconio, ana %ij.

Tinél. Thebaic. guttas x. M. f. bay/i.
Late this evening the fomentation and dreflings were
again renewed, and directions given, that he thould take
one of the draughts, with manna, oil, &c. as firft pre-
{cribed, at three o'clock in the morning; and to repeat
them regularly every fourth hour, till they had had their
defired effect.

28th, He had got but little fleep in the night, though
he had lain fomething quieter, with fhort, but inter-
rupted {lumbersintervening. His pulfe,and all the other
{ymptoms, were much in the fame ftate as yefterday, ex-
cept a general forenefs of the abdomen; of which, at this
time, he made great complaint, and more particularly
about the wounded part. The whole belly was full and
tenfe; and, when I ftruck it with my finger, it returned
an ezuphyfematofe found. The difcharge from the wound
was increafed; it had ftained the bandage of a deep red-
difh~-brown colour, and was of a difagreeable {mell, The
draughts he had taken had not yet moved himj there-
fore, I defired they might be continued, according to the
general direCtion; and that, in cafe any ftools fhould
come off, to put them by, feparately, for my in{pection.
By the time I made my evening vifit, he had had two
motions; in the firft, there was a good deal of fluid blood ;

with the laft, but little, no more than juft to giveit atinge.
' He

432
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He was evidently relieved by the evacuation; was calmer
and more compofed; his pul{fe was rather more up, and
his fkin warmer. He faid, he found him{elf lithefomer};
that he was not {o tight, and thought he breathed with
more frecdom. ~ When I came to loofen the bandage,
I was greatly furprized to find it daubed all over with the
difchar,ie; but, as foon as the drefling was removed,
there was no evidence wanting to affure me, that this
difcharge was in part feeca/, not only from the colour and
{mell of it, but likewife from the fharp pain it had occa-
fioned in pafling through the wound. My hopes of his
recovery now began to fail me; however, I refolved to
perfevere, and act as though I was fure of fuccefs. After
drefling, he was ordered to take the anodyne draught,
and to begin again the manna draughts with oil early in
the morning.

29th, Before I'came to vifit him, he had had another
motion; and the nurfe informed me, that his night had
been better than any of the preceding ones, he having
{lept, at different times, full three hours. His pulfe was
ftronger, but remitting, and his fkin inclining to perfpire.
The tongue was foul, and thewater clear and pretty high-~
coloured. In the ftool, which had come off this morn-
ing, I did not find any blood, or in any he had after-
wards during the time of his confinement. The wound
had difcharged a great deal, and was more inflamed;
and the edges of it looked thick and ill-natured, and
were ready to feparate from each other. The tenfion of

the belly ftill kept up, though I did not perceive, that it
had
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had at all increafed. The opening draughts were con=
tinued, once in {ix hours only, through the courfe of this
day, which kept him fufficiently open; and the anodyne

was repeated at ten o’clock this night.
goth, This morning things wore but a melancholy
afpeét. His night had been reftlefs, and his head con-
fufed, and he talked fometimes incoherently; his pulfe
was increafed, though exceedingly irregular, and the
ikin felt hot and dry; he was thirfty, and complained of
a great tightnefs, particularly about the region of the
ftomach; his countenance was hollow, the eyes being
funk, with a deadnefs in them not eafily to be exprefled.
The wound had difcharged very much, and it was ex-
tremely offenfive. The edges of it were inverted, much
iwollen, and feparated from -each other confiderably
more than the preceding day. He likewife complained
of a fharp, burning pain, deep in the wound, but could
not exprefs precifely where. As foonas the wound was
dreffed, the anodyne clyfter was adminiftered; and I de-
fired, he might have a {mall bafon of the infufion of
mint, with a knob of fine fugar, got ready for him as
{foon as poflible, and that he would fip it down as warm
as he could, At two o'clock this afternoon he was
feized fuddenly with a moft violent vomiting, and brought
up a large quantity of bile. This I the more wondered
at, as he had never made the leaft complaint of ficknefs,
or naufea, from the time of his accident; for every thing
he had taken had fat eafy and well upon his ftomach.
What he had brought up was of fo dark a colour, that I
imagined
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imagined it was mixed with blood; but, upon a careful
examination of it, found I was miftaken. When the
vomiting was over, the nurfe gave him a little more of
the mint infufion; and, foon after, he fell into a {found
{leep, which continued more than an hour. In the
evening he was hot and uneafy, complaining of thirft,
and a pain in his head; his pulfe was increafed, and his
ikin felt dry. The wound had made a prodigious dif-
charge, which I obferved always to increafe, in propor-
tion, as the bowels were more or lefs loofened by the
medicines he was taking; and, from the violent efforts
of the abdominal muicles in the time of his vomiting,
moft of the ftitches in the wound were broken, fo that
you might plainly fee into the cavity of the abdomen.
After drefling the wound, twelve ounces of blood were
taken from the arm, and the anodyne draught was given
to him foon after.

Oct. 1ft, I learnt, from the people about him, that
for a few hours, after he had taken the opiate, he lay
compofed; but, foon after mid-night, he awaked in great
hurry and confufion, complaining of his ftomach and
bowels, accompanied with convulfive twitchings of the
tendons; and that, about five oclock this morning, he
brought up another large quantity of bile, which gave
him great relief; for afterwards he lay perfetly eafy,
and got between two and three hours fleep. At nine
o’clock, when I made my morning vifit, I found him
much refrethed, and without any kind of complaint.
His pulfe was full, but much fteadier than it had been

VoL. LXVI. Mmm any
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any time before, and his {kin was open. The water he
had made was turbid, though ftill high-coloured. The
wound, indeed, made but an indifferent appearance; the
edges of it were very floughy, particularly the tendons
of the oblique muicle, and {o far receded from each other
as to make it neceflary to divide the remaining ftitches.
The lower part of the wound, or that next to the #ium,
was beginning to digeft, and the inflammation and ten-
fion of the belly to abate. The opening draughts, made
a little warmer, were continued, which kept the bowels
conftantly and gently open. In the evening his pulfe
was rather increafed; and I found that, fome time in the
afternoon, he had brought up a little more bile, though
~without any previous complaining. After drefling, I
dire¢ted more blood to be drawn, and the gpiate to be
repeated. : _ _
2d, The nurfe acquainted me this morning, that
her patient had had a very quiet night, and had {lept
many hours without intermiffion; that he had taken a
fufficient quantity of nourithment, and that it had fat
well on his ftomach. I found him chearful, without any
complaint, except that of hunger. His pulfe was fteady,
his fkin {foft and open, his tongue getting cleaner, and
his water beginning to break. The difcharge, this morn-
ing, from the fore was exceedingly offenfive; and when
I had taken off the drefling, I was really aftonifhed at
the horrid appearance! The wound was burft open,
in fuch a manner as to affume a circular form, and was
rather more than three inches in the leaft diameter of
it.
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it. In the bafe of this dreadful opening, there was
nothing to be feen but the circumvolutions of the
{mall guts; and how this amazing breach was to be re-
ftored, I could not eafily conceive. Had any one taken
a view of the wound at this time, who was unac-
quainted with the real progrefs of it, he muft naturally
have concluded, there had been a great lofs of fubftance.
The patient was drefled with thin pledgets of very fine
unformed lint, moiftened with the oil of the flowers of
the Aypericum luke-warm, laid firft upon the expofed
bowels; afterwards the cavity was filled up lightly with
the fame fort of lint dry; the edges were covered with a
moderately warm digeftive, and the whole fecured with
the uniting bandage; which bandage had been ufed
from the very beginning, to prevent, as much as art
could prevent, the impending mifchief.
3d, Appearances this morning were very favourable;
he had flept well moft part of the night; his pulfe was
perfeétly quiet, and his {kin moderately open. The water
was become better coloured, and had made a fair fepara-
tion; fo that, from this time, all figns of fever, inflam-
mation, and pain its concomitant, intirely ceafed: nor
did there even arife any alarming, or even difagreeable
fymptom afterwards; but every thing went on in an
eafy, regular way. The wound digefted kindly, and was
conftantly drefled twice a day, as the quantity, and indeed
the quality, of the difcharge from it required. The
opening medicines were repeated occafionally, and his
nights fecured by a few drops of the Theban tincture.
- Mmm 2 In
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In a few days, the floughs from the edges of the as-
dominal mufcles feparated, and left the fore fo largely
open, that I could eafily difcover from whence the feces
made their exs#, which was from the middle of that part
of the colon that lies between the left kidney, to which it
is attached, and the upper part of the facrum, where it
empties itfelf into, and forms the relZum.

It was exceedingly fatisfa¢tory and pleafing to obferve,
from day to day, the progrefs Nature made in renovating
this formidable breach, and her mean of accomplithing
ity for, after a little time, the furface of the inteftines
looked florid, and began to pullulate, throwing up {mall
grains of fleth from every point. Thefe granules, daily
increafing, united with each other, and after filling up
the intervals between the circumvolutions of the bowels,
became one uniform furface; which furface meeting
with that of the raw edges of the integuments, they both
adhered together, and became one continued fore. ~ As
the wound incarned, the feeca/ difcharge leflened daily,
and about the twenty-fecond or twenty-third day intirely
ceafed. Inow allowed him chicken broth, milk porridge,
calves-feet jelly, &c. The wound was dreffed once a day
with dry lint only, and in feven weeks it was completely
healed.

XXI1I. Extrac?



